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SUBJECT: DUTCH ANNOUNCEMENT RE ENERGY CONFERENCE 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. MFA ISSUED FOLLOWING COMMUNIQUE LAST EVENING: 

THE NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT WELCOMES PREISDENT NIXON'S 
INITIATIVE REGARDING THE HOLDING IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE 
OF CONSULTATIONS REGARDING THE ENERGY CRISIS BY A NUMBER 
OF CONSUMER COUNTRIES AND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 
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THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT SHARES PRESIDENT NIXON'S OPINION 
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THAT THESE CONSULTATIONS NEED TO BE FOLLOWED UP QUICKLY BY 
A MEETING BETWEEN CONSUMER AND PRODUCER COUNTRIES, AND 
THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO INVOLVE THE UNDERDEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES IN THE TALKS AS WELL. THE GOVERNMENT CONSIDERS 
THAT THE PROCEDURE PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT NIXON CAN HAVE 
A STIMULATING EFFECT ON THE ENERGETIC EXECUTION OF THE 
DECISIONS WHICH WERE TAKEN ABOUT THE HANDLING OF ENERGY 
QUESTIONS DURING THE SUMMIT CONFERENCE IN COPENHAGEN. 

THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONSULT WITH THE EEC PARTNERS AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE ABOUT THE MANNER IN WHICH THE "NINE" WILL BE 
REPRESENTED. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

2. MFA OFFICIAL (VAN SCHAIK) TELLS US THAT COMMUNIQUE WAS 
CAREFULLY WORDED TO AVOID CLEAR STATEMENT OF GON ACCEPTANCE 
OF PRESIDENT'S INVITATION. THIS, HE SAID, WAS DESIGNED 

TO MEET BELGIAN REQUEST (REFERRED TO IN BRUSSELS 0141) THAT 
NO REPLY BE MADE TO US PRIOR TO JAN 14 EC COUNCIL MEETING. 

VAN SCHAIK ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT IF PRESS SHOULD PROBE FUR- 
THER MFA SPOKESMAN IS AUTHORIZED TO SAY THAT GON WILL 
ACCEPT INVITATION IMMEDIATELY AFTER MEETING. 

DUTCH RADIO/TV ORGANIZATION NOS ASKED RIGHT QUESTION BUT 
FAILED TO CATCH NUANCE THAT GON WOULD NOT ACCEPT UNTIL AFTER 
COUNCIL MEETING. THUS RADIO/TV AUDIENCES WERE TOLD LAST 
NIGHT THAT GON ACCEPTANCE IS FIRM. GON IS BRACED FOR SOME 
BELGIAN DISPLEASURE OVER THIS RESULT. 

3. IN CONVERSATION WITH DCM MORNING OF JAN 1 1 SECGEN 
RINGNALDA IN PRIMIN OFFICE LEFT LITTLE DOUBT THAT GON 
WOULD BE PRESENT AT FEB 1 1 MEETING IN WASHINGTON BUT 
EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN MANNER IN WHICH EC NINE, 

AS SUCH, WOULD PARTICIPATE INCLUDING EXTENT TO WHICH THEY 
WOULD HAVE DEVELOPED CONSENSUS AMONG THEMSELVES BEFOREHAND. 
GOULD 
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